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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Trade
Negotiations and Agreements and Fast Track Authority Extension

March 1, 1991

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 1103(b)(2) of the Om-
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of
1988 (Public Law 100-418; 102 Stat. 1129),
I transmit herewith a report that includes
my request for the extension of fast track
procedures for the consideration of imple-
menting legislation with respect to trade
agreements entered into after May 31,
1991, and before June 1, 1993, together
with a description of the progress made
to date in bilateral and multilateral trade
negotiations, the anticipated schedule for
transmitting such agreements to the Con-
gress, and a statement of the reasons sup-
porting my request for an extension of fast
track procedures.

The fast track mechanism has played a
vital role in U.S. trade policy for many years.
It strengthens the hand of our trade nego-
tiations and preserves the important role
of the Congress in the shaping of U.S. trade
policy. The continued availability of the fast

track procedures over the next 2 years will
ensure that our negotiators can bring to
the Congress for its consideration trade
agreements that will truly enhance the abil-
ity of the United States to compete inter-
nationally.

At a time when world events have recon-
firmed the importance of U.S. leadership
in multilateral efforts, maintaining fast track
is essential to our leadership in the global
trading system.

My request reflects my strong desire to
continue the partnership between the Con-
gress and the executive branch that the fast
track represents. This partnership is essen-
tial if we are successfully to meet the
world’s growing economic challenges into
the next century.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
March 1, 1991.

Radio Address to United States Armed Forces Stationed in the

Persian Gulf Region
March 2, 1991

Never have | been more proud of our
troops, or more proud to be your Com-
mander in Chief. For today, amid prayers
of thanks and hope, the Kuwaiti flag once
again flies high above Kuwait City. And it’s
there because you and your coalition allies
put it there.

Kuwait is liberated. And soon hometowns
across America will be welcoming back
home the finest combat force ever assem-
bled—Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Marines,
Air Force—the brave men and women of
the United States of America.

Saddam Hussein’s dreams of dominating
the Middle East by the terror of a nuclear
arsenal and an army of a million men threat-
ened the future of our children and the
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entire world. And the world was faced with
a simple choice: If international law and
sanctions could not remove Saddam Hus-
sein from Kuwait, then we had to free Ku-
wait from Saddam Hussein.

And that’s exactly what you did. Through-
out 7 long and arduous months, the troops
of 28 nations stood with you, shoulder to
shoulder in an unprecedented partnership
for peace. Today we thank you, for the vic-
tory in Kuwait was born in your courage
and resolve. The stunning success of our
troops was the result of superb training,
superb planning, superb execution, and in-
credible acts of bravery.

The Iragi Army was defeated. Forty-two



divisions were put out of action. They lost
3,000 tanks, almost 2,000 armored vehicles,
more than 2,000 artillery pieces. And over
half a million Iraqi soldiers were captured,
defeated, or disarmed. You were as good
as advertised; you were, indeed, “Good to
go.”

This is a war we did not seek and did
not want. But Saddam Hussein turned a
deaf ear to the voices of peace and reason.
And when he began burning Kuwait to the
ground and intensifying the murder of its
people, the coalition faced a moral impera-
tive to put a stop to the atrocities in Kuwait
once and for all. Boldly, bravely, you did
just that. And when the rubber met the
road, you did it in just 6 weeks and 100
decisive hours.

The evil Saddam has done can never be
forgotten. But his power to attack his neigh-
bors and threaten the peace of the region
is today grievously reduced. He has been
stripped of his capacity to project offensive
military power. His regime is totally dis-
credited, and as a threat to peace, the day
of this dictator is over. And the bottom
line is this: Kuwait's night of terror has
ended.

Thomas Jefferson said that the price of
freedom is eternal vigilance. We must re-
main vigilant to make absolutely sure the
Iraqi dictator is never, ever allowed to stoke
the ashes of defeat into the burning embers
of aggression. The sacrifice you've already
made demands nothing less. The sacrifice
of those who gave their lives will never be
forgotten.

Saddam made many mistakes. But one
of the biggest was to underestimate the de-
termination of the American people and the
daring of our troops. We saw in the desert
what Americans have learned through 215
years of history about the difference be-
tween democracy and dictatorship. Soldiers
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who fight for freedom are more committed
than soldiers who fight because they are
enslaved.

Americans today are confident of our
country, confident of our future, and most
of all, confident about you. We promised
you'd be given the means to fight. We
promised not to look over your shoulder.
We promised this would not be another
Vietnam. And we kept that promise. The
specter of Vietnam has been buried forever
in the desert sands of the Arabian Penin-
sula.

Today, the promise of spring is almost
upon us, the promise of regrowth and re-
newal: renewed life in Kuwait, renewed
prospects for real peace throughout the
Middle East, and a renewed sense of pride
and confidence here at home. And we are
committed to seeing every American soldier
and every allied POW home soon—home
to the thanks and the respect and the love
of a grateful nation and a very grateful
President.

Yes, there remain vital and difficult tests
ahead, both here and abroad, but nothing
the American people can’t handle. America
has always accepted the challenge, paid the
price, and passed the test. On this day, our
spirits are high as our flag, and our future
is as bright as Liberty’s torch. Tomorrow
we dedicate ourselves anew, as Americans
always have and as Americans always will.

The first test of the new world order has
been passed. The hard work of freedom
awaits. Thank you. Congratulations. And
God bless the United States of America.

Note: The President recorded this address
at 9:15 a.m., March 1, in his private study
at the White House. In his address, he re-
ferred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraqg.
The address was broadcast at noon, March
2, over the Armed Forces Radio Network.

Remarks to Veterans Service Organizations

March 4, 1991

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. Looking at this array of speakers up
here, |1 can’t imagine there’s anything left

for me to say, because | understand that
you have had a briefing from Brent Scow-
croft and Secretary Cheney and also, of
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